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odern anthropologists  study
M the diversity of human envi-
ronments yet believe in the
psychic unity of mankind; psychoi-
‘ogists, on the other hand, tend to
apply experimental technigues and
tests daveloped in one milieu to very
different cultures, even as they affirm
the profound influence of environmen-
tal variation on behavior. Faced with
this paradox, Cole, Gay, Glick and
Sharp adopt experimental anthropol-
ogy as a solution. As they conceive of
this method, ethnographic analysis
provides "'a picture of the intelligent,
adaptive behaviors that peopie engage
in every day’' (page 21). These adapta-
tions presumably require certain in-
tellective processes;, the researcher

explores them with controlled experi-
ments. At each stage of research, ex-
perimental techniques and results are
measured against the ethnographic
criterion; the goal is always “to . min-
imize and evaluafte the extent of the

distortion that observation introduces

into the natural situation” (page 22).
While cross-cultural psychoiogical re-
search on intellectual processes has
peen movihg in this direction—that is,
away from sthnocentrism—Cole, Gay.
Giick and Sharp have produced the
first cohetent theory of the relation be-
tween psychology and anthropology.
Their theory emerged during long-
term study of cognitive processes

‘among the Kpelle of North Central Li-

beria and Guinea ["'The Puzzle of Prim-
itive People,”” by Michael Cole, PT,
March 1968]. This book, the third major

 volume to emerge from the project, re-
ports the last few years of research.

They begin, hoping to discover uni-
versal- cognitive processes. A per-
sistent theme of the findings is that the
major cognitive processes identified
by Western psychologists may be
found in the most traditional Kpelle
tribesman, but that the situations in
which a Kpelle uses a given skill may
be quite different. This approach leads
to a multitude of variations on an ex-
perimental theme to find out in what
circumstances a particular skill—for
example, ciassification, memaory, of
logic—will manifest itself in Kpelleland.
The experimental variations some-
times seem more relevant to the cul-
ture of the psychologist than to that of
the Kpelie; the chapter on clas-
sification suffers from this flaw. Such
sections are tough sledding for the
general reader because of technical
data analysis in some places and com-
plex research design in others. But at
many points the experimental vari-
ations reveal important and seemingly
universal intellectual skills in the
Kpelle that conventional methodology
would have missed. And the Kpelle
mind comes alive for the reader.

One important accomplishment of
the authors' ethnographic research is

the uncovering of the epistemoiogia"]
stance of Kpelie culture toward knowl-
edge and thinking, & stance that un-
dercuts the very presuppositions of
much Western testing and experimen-
tation. For example, the authors point
out that “In a society where secrecy is
a major social phenomenon, asking
questions is also a very delicate enter-
prise’” (page 45). They go on to
recount an incident in which John Gay
asked a blacksmith to calculate how
much he would earn from the sale of
six axes. He answered correcily, but
became angry when Gay asked him
how he knew the answer; the black-
smith then asked Gay for his sources
of information. This attitude toward
knowing must make traditional Kpelles
reticent to explain, for example, their
reasons for grouping objects in clas-
sification experiments, such as those
reported in the book. Despite having
this important and rejevant kind of in-
formation about Kpelle culture, the au-
thors point out that they have, in-gen-
eral, failed to demonstrate concrete
links between specific ethnographic
facts and specific experimental find-
ings. Still, an ethnographic fact like se-
crecy becomes a constant factor that
should not affect the patfern of resuits,
and it is this pattern that the authors
depend on for their interpretations.

This book also lays to rest some ear-
lier claims about the “'primitive mind."”
For example: do ''primitives” mema-
rize by rote while “civilized”” people
use meaning to help them remember?
No. In a standard memory experiment
American subjects are the only ones to
show any tendency towards rote mem- |
orization. But the Kpelles actually
memorize very little in this situation.
Again and again, the traditional
Kpelles appear to apply intellectual
skills--memory, classification, of logic
—only when the skills have clear
functional relevance—quite the re-




verse of a rote approach-to inteHectual
tasks. For instance, in recalling an ar-
ray of objects, Kpelles do not cluster
them according to domain—food,
clothing, tools or utensils. While each
domadin is important, the contrast
among them lacks significance in this

situation: Although the categories |

themselves are not arbitrary, the struc-
tural relation among them is. However,
when the same heterogeneous group
of objects is embedded in a story so
that each category—food, clothing;
tools, and utensils—becomes associ-
ated with & different character, and the
point of the story is to differentiate
among the characters, then the Kpelle
use these categories to recali the
items. The story endows the cate-
gorical contrasts with functional sig-
nificance, and the Kpelles respond
with formal classification skills.

The Western style of formal educa-
tion, now an important force in Liberia
and a major variable studied in this
book, seems to alter this need for
fuhctional relevance. Many of the ex-
petimental comparisons between
schooled and unschooled Kpelles
' show that formai education fosters the
use of general, as opposed to specific,
cognitive skills in & wide variety of sit-
uations. Although the authors contrast
their view of the role of schooling with
my own [Language and Learning,” by
Patricia M. Greenf:e!d and Jerome 8.
Bruner, PT; July 1971], | see their view
as a further development of Bruner's
and my own claim that formal school-
ing encourages contexi-free cognitive
operations. Indeed, in many instances
their results paraliel my own in Senegal
and Mexico, as well as those of other
investigators working in still other cul-
tures. This Is encouraging for those
who . would take cross-cultural com-
parison. out of the realm of exotic ec-
centricity and put it at the cénter of the
study of a universal human psy-
chology. The Cultural Context of
Learning and Thinking is an extremely
important.step along that road.

Patricia Marks Greenfield is a research
fellow in psychology at the Harvard
Center for Cognitive Studies. Her Ph.D.
in social psychology is from Harvard.
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ravelers to the interior of the
T counterculture include, as vyet,

no Alexis de Tocquevilie, no Karl
Marx, and no Hieronymus Bosch. The
new tourists cannot reach beyond wild,
almost random generalization and su-
perficial reportage of bad journalism
that spins gargantuan theories and de-
scriptives, ranging from Charles
Reich's image of countercuitural Eden
to horror stories about the Manson
family, neither of which is adequate fo
the facts and process of a decidedly
mixed-—and evolving—bag. John Stick-
ney’'sbookisacaseinpoint.

Streets, Actions, Alfernatives, Raps
assembles, triptych-style, a mélange of
scenes barely visited and people talked
with in the summer and fall of 1970.
Rarely have so many words said so little
about se many. The portraits are the
by-now-familiar one-dimensional ac-
counts of bewildered and contingent
young persons busy at the arduous
work of surviving with some integrity,
energy and purpose. The objects of
these portraits presumably are no more
or less one-dimensional than the rest of
us, but Stickney has not penetrated

their worlds. As for scenes—politic:
tribal-musical, communal—he did n
stay long enough in any of them to d
beneath the trivial details of gesture, {
cade, pose and persona, ail of whi
he flaunts indiscriminately in a paroc
of New Yorker style. He accepts goss
as history, and mystique as insight, ;
he races from one scene to anothe
barely catching his breath.

The counterculture emerges as a t
zarre and arbitrary collage of freaky b
intent style. Bizarre itis by the country
standards, but arbitrary it is not: the ¢
rections in which the young are movir
reflect, however complexly, their axp
riences of growing up in America. B
in order to get a fix on this historic

process, a reporter must have either s

eye for significant detail, or a good, ar
alytic intuition. Stickney, a former Lj;
reporter, shows neither, He lacks boi
the passion of engagement and tr
coalintelligence of detachment.

In their place, he offers a naive an
sentimental naturalism, which at time
faithfully reproduces the naiveté of th
counterculture. He scrambies the con
mitted, inane, superficial, searching
occult and practical aspeécts with
mass of irrelevant detail and off-the
wall speculation on the meanings ¢
this and that. It is not that any particule
glimpse is wrong, but that his entire af
proach is haphazard and, finally, life
less.

Though the book is subtitled “A Re
port on the Decline of the Countel
culture™ (but only on the dust jacket
there is no clear sense of adirection, ie
alone causes, of decline, or for the
matter, of ascent or the complicate
fluctuations that make up the truth
Stickney tries to straddle a loose ident
fication with the counterculture and
misleading objectivity, neither of whic
summons up reality. When he report
revolutionary pompesity, [ am not pel
suaded that he recognizes it as sucl
When by implication he applauds a
ternative projects, like a food coopers
tive in Eugene, he ignores their limits
Since he is no more than a curious ok
server, since the ground of his concer
is absent, one doesn’'t know from whicl
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