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_ W decades later; it hagn Worked out that Way
“Women got their careers, but with a few exceptions, -
‘men never got an expanded role at home, What went
wrong? Here is my theory: Society got the half of the
[eminist program that was eompatible with a social
philosophy that was stronger, deeper and more accept-

-able in this country than feminism—individualism,

Individualism is the legacy of arreconomic system, a

“philosophical heritage and a political history that val-

.ues individual freedom and personal happiness above
all eise. The individualistic half of the feminist pro--

gram had nothing to do with men as coniributors to the

family. That is the social or communitarian half of
ferninism.

The inexorable growth of individualism, with its
emphasis on cheoice, independence and personal devel-
opment, can be seen throughout our society. Instead of

+ anew balance between home and career for both men
and women, everyone is working harder {or not at
all}). Respect for roles and activities that contribute to
family relations and family development has sunk fo
the point where women often feei ashamed of devoting
themselves to home and family. At the same time, men
who do their fair share at home are viewed as la'cking
‘ambition. The communitarian kalf of the women 8

: 8¢,
Latino immigrants for 11v1ng together in small i

. from the homelesiness they are preventing. Rather

ters, we need {o recognize that we can learn sometk
from the familial éloseness they dre expressing and.

than criticizing Asian parents for pressuring their ¢hi
dren to become dentists and engineers, we need 10 réc-"
ognize the social aspects of viewing education aga
means to help faniily and community. Multicultural-
ism, in the sense of learning from one another's Values
isa cruc:al process.

Within the women's mnvement reproductlon and
child rearing have come {o be seen as an artificial
social construction, not an evolutionary necessity.
Motherhood is viewed as a role from which to be liber-.
ated, not one to celebrate and cherish. Lieaders of the
women’s movement have questioned why the move-
ment does hot appeal to women of color, The answer is

- that women of color know that half of the feminist
- program is missing. By ledrning from the value sys-

tems of our immigrant groups, we can renew both
family values and the women’s movement The next -

‘ generatlon will beneflt
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‘ 1 movement is dead. _ _
The development of an individual’s career depends




